
Fostering inclusive 
and cross-sectoral 
action for wetlands: 
Building a Community of Practice 
supporting Ramsar Convection 
on Wetlands Resolution XIV.17
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ISSUES BRIEF

The Community of Practice for Wetland Res-
toration launched in the framework of the Hori-
zon Europe project RESTORE4Cs seeks to mo-
bilise a wide range of stakeholders to accelerate 
joint action for restoring and conserving wet-
lands across Europe and beyond.

By involving site managers, private business-
es, researchers, decision-makers, civil society 
organisations and other restoration champions, 
this Community aims to:
•  �Build evidence on the restoration potential of 

diverse wetland types for climate action (coast-
al wetlands, peatlands, floodplains and more).

•  �Incentivate cross-regional learning through 
the replication of best management and res-
toration practices. 

•  �Identify shared interests, challenges and rele-
vant topics of exchange, following an inclusive 
and bottom-approach.

The first Working Group of this Community is 
working to assess wetland’s potential to act as 
a sink or source of greenhouse gases (CO₂, 
CH₄ and N₂O) based on their condition - wheth-
er well-preserved, altered or restored - and land 
use type.
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Contribution of the Community 
of Practice for Wetland Restoration 
to the Convention on Wetlands
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Source: Reference 12

The development of this Community of Prac-
tice supports the implementation of Resolution 
XIV.17 of the Convention on Wetlands on the pro-
tection, conservation, restoration, sustainable 
use and management of wetland ecosystems 
in addressing climate change, approved during 
COP Ramsar 14.

Indeed, this resolution requests ‘the Conven-
tion Secretariat, subject to the availability of 
resources and in collaboration with the Medi-
terranean Wetlands Initiative (MedWet), other 
interested Ramsar Regional Initiatives, and in-
terested Contracting Parties, to facilitate the 

establishment of a community of practice 
on addressing climate change through the 
pro-tection, conservation, restoration, sus-
tainable use and management of wetland eco-
systems, while simultaneously providing bio-
diversity and human wellbeing benefits’.

This Community of Practice is also strongly 
aligned with the principles of European environ-
mental policies, such as the Nature Restoration 
Regulation (art. 14) - by promoting stakeholder 
engagement linked to the development of Na-
tional Restoration Plans - and the EU Biodiversity 
Strategy - to bridge gaps between science, policy.

Wetland-based Solutions

https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/xiv.17_climate_change_e.pdf
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/documents/library/xiv.17_climate_change_e.pdf
http://www.wetlandbasedsolutions.org


Disclaimer:  This working paper has been published with financial support from the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the European Union or European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency (CINEA). Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.
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How to participate in  
the Community of Practice
The 15th meeting of the Conference of the Con-
tracting Parties to the Convention on Wetlands 
will see the public launch of the online portal 
Wetland-based Solutions. The Wetland-based 
Solutions platform hosts the Community of 
Practice developed in the RESTORE4Cs project.

This platform has been conceived as a collab-
orative hub to share and compile success sto-
ries, good practices and practical resources 
to inspire action for restoring and conserving 
wetlands. If you wish to participate and sup-
port the growth of this community, please visit:  
https://www.wetlandbasedsolutions.org/join-us/

Funded by the  
European Union

Funded by the European Union. Views and 
opinions expressed are however those of the 
author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the European Union or European Cli-
mate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive 
Agency (CINEA). Neither the European Union 
nor the granting authority can be held respon-
sible for them.
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RESTORE4Cs is a Horizon Europe project that aims to evaluate the effects of restoration actions on wetlands’ ability 
to mitigate climate change and deliver a range of ecosystem services, using an integrative socio-ecological systems 
approach. More information is available at: https://www.restore4cs.eu/
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